
Despite its rhetoric, it is clear the current 
Government has a low regard for agriculture.
Consider this list:
• Abolition of the live sheep trade
• Re-commencement of indiscriminate water 

buy-backs in the Murray Darling Basin.
• Closing the fully sustainable Gulf of 

Carpentaria gillnet fishing industry 
(supposedly to protect the Great Barrier 
Reef thousands of kilometres away)

• Building transmission lines and renewable 
energy parks throughout high value farming 
lands 

• Abolition of the Ag-Visa program
• Reducing the Instant Tax write-off measures
• Imposing a biosecurity levy on farmers 

to inspect imports brought into Australia 
by non-agricultural businesses (cars, 
whitegoods, machinery, electronics etc)

• Abolishing the Native Title Respondents 
fund established to ensure landholders had 
equal representation when claims are made 
on their properties

• A commitment to expand Australia’s parks 
and reserves from 20% to 30% by 2030

• A commitment to strengthen Native Heritage 
Acts around Australia (remember the WA 
debacle)

• Allowing big emitters to buy up agricultural 
land for “set aside” to offset emissions 
in order to comply with the Government’s 
“Safeguards Mechanism.”

• Cut funding to crucial soil programs
 
While our agricultural sector has been superseded 
at the top of the list as our leading export earner, 
at $80bn, we still represent around 20% of the 
national total.
That is why I struggle to understand the antipathy 

the Albanese Government exhibits toward the 
agricultural sector.
Top of the above list is their commitment to phase 
out the live sheep trade hanging like a black 
cloud over the WA market and as the closest 
neighbouring market, ours as well.
Slightly better in recent weeks, sheep prices 
have been the lowest in twenty years and the 
fundamental problem endures.

The industry has jumped through every hoop. 
Millions have been spent upgrading on-ship 
ventilation, decreasing onboard stocking rates, 
better handling, feed and water systems, 
mandatory onboard vets resulting in close to 
negligible stock losses.
Additionally, the Exporter Supply Chain Assurance 
System (ESCAS) ensures Australian animals are 
tracked beyond demarcation and slaughtered in 
approved facilities.
We are setting the standard for the world!
The abolition decision is driven by inner-city left-
wing enthusiasts who have little knowledge or 
understanding of the industry, who either don’t 
know or don’t care as to why live export is a safety 

valve for the sheep industry and so important to 
regional communities.
Consequently, as Chair of the Coalition’s 
Agriculture, Water and Environment Committee, 
I am leading a group of concerned members 
through South Australia and Western Australia 
holding industry forums to allow them to express 
their concerns in early March.
Interestingly, the National Farmer’s Federation, 
not regarded as an unreasonable organisation has 
launched a national campaign, “Keep Farmers 
Farming”.
I could not agree more.
The South Australian meeting was held in the 
Goyder Pavilion at the Wayville Showgrounds on 
March 5th and will have already taken place by 
the time you read this newsletter.

During November Rowan met with sheep industry 
representatives in Adelaide to gauge interest in the 
Coalition Ag Committee holding a forum in SA to 
discuss the impact of the Government’s looming live 
sheep export ban. A number of meetings were held 
across WA in the first week of March.   
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From Sunnyvale to Surfers Paradise Kimba Christmas Pageant
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Coffin Bay

Country to Canberra Whyalla Childcare Heywire Winners

Long Street Primary School Crystal Brook Primary School Eudunda Area School

Diabetes Advocacy Adelaide Plains Kennel Club Port Lincoln

YP residents may recall Sunnyvale’s Grace Knight in 
the Country Times with her surfboard as a recipient of 
a Local Sporting Champions Grant a few years back. 
Grace chased the surf to the Gold Coast and now works 
as media advisor for Member for Fadden Cameron 
Caldwell. She dropped in to say g’day with a copy of the 
article. So good to see our young ambassadors strike out 
and grab the opportunities!

Our regional towns pull out all stops to run their 
Christmas Pageants. Always a great opportunity 
for all ages to come together for a celebration of 
neighbourhood – Rowan was very pleased to be able to 
attend hometown Kimba’s event.

Every year the ABC’s Heywire competition brings 
aspiring young storytellers to Canberra. This year 
Shania Richards and Prapti Pai both of Port Lincoln 
were the well-deserved winners from Grey. Shania is 
already an elected member on the Port Lincoln City 
Council and Prapti, is the female Student Leader at 
Port Lincoln High School and plans to study medicine.

Clare’s Ella Smith and Riverton’s Leighla Brown (with 
Senator Anne Ruston) were SA’s winners of the 2023 
Country to Canberra Leadership Competition. The 
brainchild of ex-Blyth resident Hannah Wandel, the 
organisation provides a “Power Trip” to Canberra for young 
women across Australia to meet inspiring politicians/CEO’s 
and receive leadership and public speaking training.

Long Street Primary presentation day was one of 
those Rowan was able to visit this year. He said the 
students were looking the part in their school uniforms 
and justifiably very proud of their achievements. A 
good number of parents were present which is always 
a strong indication of a supportive and successful 
school.

Rowan was very pleased to attend Crystal Brook 
School presentation night and enjoyed the very 
enthusiastic performances. He presented his School 
Community Award to Holly O’Dea. The award goes 
to the volunteer who has “gone the extra yard”, thus 
reflecting the respect in which they are held in their 
home community. 

The Adelaide Plains Kennel and Obedience Club have 
just installed a kitchen at their new clubrooms with the 
assistance of a Stronger Communities grant. The club 
works hard on Bunnings sausage sizzles to fund their 
work and now provide Lewiston’s first community meeting 
area. Rowan with trainer Ian Laughton and President 
Deb Heinze. 

Rowan continues his work as the Joint Chair of the 
Parliamentary Enemies of Diabetes. He met with 
representatives of JDRF in Parliament recently to 
discuss both the current parliamentary enquiry into 
diabetes and their pre-budget submission. He is with 
CEO Mike Wilson, Suzanne Culph and Mel Eveille.

Port Lincoln and 
the Eyre Peninsula 
is a terrific tourist 
destination and the 
type of publicity 
provided by a visit 
from Paul Murray and 
his Our Town program 
is worth its weight in 
gold. Rowan joined the 
crowd at the Marina 
Hotel and participated 
in the program. 
He is pictured with 
Paul and Mayor Diana 
Mislov. Note: Paul 
returned Rowan’s hat.

Late in October hundreds 
of past residents travelled 
to Tarcowie to celebrate its 
150th birthday. In wonderful 
condition, the hall was full 
and overflowing with all 
enjoying lunch. Rowan, 
was very happy to join them 
and then enjoyed a cold 
beer in the newly renovated 
Tarcowie Hotel, trading on 
the day on a temporary 
licence but set to fully re-
open very soon after calling 
last drinks in 2007! 
Well done and good luck to 
Mark and Angela.

Senator Anne Ruston and Rowan recently met with 
Narelle Biddle, CEO West Coast Youth & Community 
Support to discuss their challenges including 
homelessness, over-crowding and couch surfing. WCYCS 
is seeking support to re-furbish some old disused railway 
workers huts for men’s short-term accommodation. It 
looks like a great value for money proposition.

Eudunda Area School presentation night saw a string 
of academic achievements recognised and the school 
farewelled twelve Year 12 students. Rowan was pleased 
to present the RSL Award to Savanna Laucke and his 
School Community Volunteer Award to Greg Post, a 
great long-term contributor to the school. 

The national and international reputation of Coffin Bay 
and its oysters continues to grow. Deservedly so, and 
it is also helping draw tourists to the fabulous Eyre 
Peninsula Seafood Trail. Rowan joined Kym Kenny 
from Port Lincoln and Julie and Bruce Nutt from 
Pandurra Station at the successful Oyster HQ tourist 
venture.

There is significant interest regarding the use of 
Asparagopsis, a seaweed naturally occurring in our 
waters, to dramatically reduce methane emissions from 
cattle. 
The scientific study is solid; when fed to cattle in 
a feedlot situation at less than 1% of dry matter, it 
reduces methane emissions by 
more than 80%.
Finding the sweet spot between 
production costs and cost/benefit 
to the cattle producers will be the 
challenge for CH4 Global in their 
development at Louth Bay, just 
north of Port Lincoln.
Trials have indicated farmers can 
expect a higher feed conversion 
rate which will help defray the costs 
of the additive.
Possibly they will generate 
tradeable carbon credits and it is 
anticipated international markets 
will pay a premium for “low 
greenhouse” beef notwithstanding, 
similar claims have been made 
about GM free canola and mulesing 
free wool previously.
In January I joined CH4 Global 
CEO Steve Mellor (a South 
Australian based in California) and 
his team in turning the first sod of 
their planned $20m facility.
They will be building a terrestrial based 
growing system and had cultivated live 
samples growing in vessels on the site 

for display.  
CH4 has been assisted by specific grants established 
by the Coalition in government to expand and 
commercialise production, but the State Government is 
responsible for all approvals, and it is imperative they 
work to assist and not impede progress.

While many of the 
nations of the world 
seemingly “thumb their 
nose” at greenhouse 
reduction, the 
advanced western 
democracies have 
ambitious targets and 
are keenly interested 
as to whether we can 
prove the technology 
here in Australia.
As a world first, if 
CH4 can master 
asparagopsis 
production and 
processing and it 
delivers the goods, it 
will put South Australia 
on the ground floor for 
a very significant global 
industry. That CH4 
have global investors 
prepared to plough 

$20m into the project tells 
us they think so and that is 
very encouraging. 

Asparagopsis - Helping Cows with Bodily Functions

Social Order Collapses in Ceduna
The prospect of spreading bad publicity has 
made me reluctant to raise the escalating 
lawlessness and violence in Ceduna. However, I 
am now in receipt of more than 30 letters largely 
from business, stating that enough is enough 
and something must be done before their 
businesses and the community are irreparably 
damaged.
Ceduna is a beautiful regional community, 
a wonderful tourist destination and has 
been a safe community in which to live, run 
a business and bring up a family, but the 
cohesiveness and tolerance of the town is 
being tested to the limit.
The letters provide a litany of tales 
detailing the collapse of civil behaviour in 
Ceduna from break-ins, domestic abuse, 
shop lifting, vandalism, public brawls and 
lewd and offensive behaviour. The videos 
of brawls in the streets are sickening.
It is devastating to hear of long-term 
residents living in fear and tourists avoiding 
the town because the word is out that it is 
no longer a safe or desirable place to visit.

The town worked together to establish the 
Cashless Debit Card, and over time its 
acceptance and influence grew. 
Never a “silver bullet”, it became obvious to most 
that it worked and Ceduna was on the up. By 
comparison its axing has led to a precipitous 
collapse of social order which at least has 
demonstrated one thing, the card works!

That the Labor Party as one of its very first 
actions abolished the CDC, which did no more 
than restrict a working age welfare recipient’s 
ability to blow all of their assistance on alcohol, 
gambling and drugs, is a disgrace and one I 
warned Minister for Social Services Amanda 
Rishworth, would lead to social disintegration, 
violence and inevitably untimely deaths. I believe 

we have reached this point in just 15 
months.
 I have recently written to the Minister and 
urged her to visit Ceduna unannounced to 
see the deterioration of behaviour in the 
town and have offered to join her visiting 
the authors of the letters. At the time of 
writing, she has not responded.
It is devastating to a community like 
Ceduna that the Labor Party’s ideological 
decision to trash the Cashless Debit Card 
has damaged the town with the resultant 
impact on the health and wellbeing of 
children, families and those in the grip of 
alcoholic, drug and gambling addictions.

Grants Hub delivers simple, 
consistent and streamlined 
information around 
Government grants to the 
Australian community.
People can subscribe 
for updates on the latest 
grant opportunities www.
communitygrants.gov.au/

The Regional Tech Hub is an 
excellent resource for advice 
and support for anyone 
experiencing communication 
issues. 
This is a free service funded 
by the Government. Phone 
1300 081 029 to access the 
service which is available 
Monday to Friday 8am to 
8pm (AEST) weekdays.

Useful Links

Rowan has been working to highlight the chronic 
shortage of childcare in regional areas and met with 
Jiin Hemachalan, an Occupational Therapist who 
has moved to Whyalla with her doctor husband and 
encountered difficulty securing childcare so she can get 
back to work. The Government has thrown billions at 
childcare and not created a single new place.

Agriculture Under Pressure

Fat Farmers are Getting Bigger
Maitland farmer Ben Wundersitz’ 
quest to get farmers off their 
tractors and into the gym has 
seen him recognised as the 
Yorke Peninsula Council’s Citizen 
of the Year.
Along with mates Greg Hean 
and Scott Hoyle, Ben is one of 
the founders of the Fat Farmer’s 
Rural Health Initiative and been 
the driving force behind its 
expansion across SA and now 
into NSW and Victoria supporting 
farmers to get fit, healthy and 
strong.
Ben says it all started when he 
and his mates were joking that 
post-football they were stacking 
on the kilos and becoming “Fat 
Farmers”. As the song goes, 
from little things big things grow, 
and so it has been with the 

initiative growing into a genuine 
grassroots network helping 
farmers (and anyone else) look 
after themselves.
Fat Farmers is aimed at 
promoting physical and mental 
health in rural communities.
With labouring jobs more 
sedentary than they once were 
and people working in isolating 
jobs with little human contact, 
the benefits of getting out and 
exercising and having a chat with 
mates cannot be underestimated.
Well done to Ben and his team 
for this remarkable initiative.

Ben is with Rowan and YPC 
Mayor Darren Braund receiving 
his award on Australia Day.

TarcowieTarcowie Port LincolnPort Lincoln

Rowan turned the sod at the site of the 
proposed $20m asparagopsis growing 
and processing facility with Emma 
Richards (Barngarla) and CH4 CEO 
Steve Mellor.
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Australia Day in Grey

In November last year the High 
Court ruled indefinite detention 
of foreign criminals where there 
was no prospect of removal was 
unlawful.
Despite warnings five months 
previously, Immigration Minister 
Andrew Giles and Home Affairs 
Minister Claire O’Neil, were totally 
unprepared for the outcome and 
immediately turned this gaggle 
of criminals, including murderers 
and sex offenders loose into the 
community.
Among the 149 released were 
seven murderers, 37 sex offenders 
and 72 violent criminals. the 
Government promised they would 
all be required to wear electronic 
ankle bracelets, 36 were not.
Prime Minister Albanese called an 

emergency sitting of Parliament to 
pass legislation to re-confine some 
of the most dangerous.
He pleaded with the Opposition to 
pass the Government’s legislation 
which we agreed to do despite 
being given no time to even debate 
it. 
An emergency we were told! 
In the following two and half months, 
despite the apparent “emergency”, 
the Government has not lodged 
one request for re-confinement. 
However, while they have done 
nothing, eighteen of these criminals 
have been charged by state and 
territory police for new offences.
Those still at large include a man 
who killed a pregnant woman before 
blowing her body up, a convicted 
Afghan refugee sex predator, who 

was charged less than a month after 
release for indecently assaulting a 
woman in an Adelaide motel.
Another is a convicted paedophile 
who was arrested for messaging a 
young girl.
The Government was and remains 
totally unprepared to deal with this 
mess, they should have had a plan 
ready to protect our citizens but 
were asleep at the wheel.
Perhaps the Government has spent 
all its energy on the ill-advised and 
divisive referendum and now to 
emphasise its inattention it seems 
the people smuggling boats are 
back.In the end, the buck stops 
at the top desk with Mr Albanese 
and he should take control of the 
situation.

The Royal Flying Doctor Service Clare Support 
Group was the first in Australia and will celebrate 
70 years of service with a black-tie ball on the 
tarmac at Clare Airport on Saturday October 26th.
The RFDS is a lifeline, a safety net that has 
transported countless people from the outback 
and regional areas to the safety of medical care.
Most of the Grey electorate are serviced by the 
RFDS and have family of friends who do and 
have used the service in an emergency. Including 
me!
 A symbol of our capacity to reach out, to care, 
and to save lives, no matter the distance or the 
challenges, the RFDS is a point of connection 
for remote communities where the biggest 
fundraising events dominate the social calendar 

and it is a link for the city too, where committed 
individuals and the corporate sector all pitch in.
While the RFDS receives very significant 
government support they are also very reliant 
on fund-raising projects, large and small and the 
efforts of these organisations are very important.
While the Clare Support Group is the oldest in 
the nation and one that has raised an enormous 
amount of money over its life, the event will be a 
celebration of all dedicated groups and individuals 
that work to support the RFDS.
So, mark October 26th in your diary and come 
and enjoy good food and wine, make new 
friends, and party the night away to great music 
from Australia’s number one show band Chunky 
Custard.

Flying Doctor Support Group Turns 70

RFDS pilot Fernando prepares to fly a patient to 
recieve critical care in November.

Rowan was pleased to attend the Northern 
Areas Council Australia Day Breakfast 
in Gladstone Square and is pictured with 
Mayoress Linley Shine.

The Ceduna Cup draws a great crowd and provides a 
great day out for visitors and locals alike. The locals 
go to great effort to dress up for Fashions on the 
Field and with good racing it made for a terrific day. 
Well done to President Bruce Zipple and his team. 
Bruce was also Ceduna’s Citizen of the Year.

Rowan congratulates Australia Day OAM 
recipient Brenton Vanstone who is pictured 
with Australia Day Committee Member Deb 
Tregilgas at the Port Pirie Regional Council 
Australia Day celebrations. 

Ceduna now has a platform for its swimming 
enclosure thanks to the Local Roads and Community 
Infrastructure grant which Council was able to 
allocate to the task. The LRCI was an initiative of 
the Coalition Government and unfortunately, like a 
number of other regional grants has been axed.

Rowan was delighted to join locals and a throng 
of past residents listening and dancing to  the 
internationally acclaimed Australian AC/DC tribute 
band Acca Dacca at the return of the Christmas 
pageant and fireworks in November. A great crowd 
enjoyed the event.

Many of our regional towns are childcare deserts 
and despite government investment, no new places 
are being created. Rowan is working with a number 
of communities and was delighted to join some 
youngsters and staff at Kadina Childcare Centre 
with Shadow Minister Angie Bell last year. 

Rowan enjoyed his visit to Lincoln Gardens Primary 
School for the end of year awards. Principal Sandra 
Spencer is held in enormously high regard by the 
community as someone who goes ‘above and 
beyond” and was the recipient of the Rowan Ramsey 
Award. They are with School Council Chairman Tegan 
Bullock.

The Clare racetrack is about as picturesque as 
it gets. Rowan and Teresa were pleased to join 
the crowd at the December meeting. Races are a 
great opportunity to discuss issues with locals 
and visitors alike and often a chance meeting with 
Rowan is an opportunity to raise them.

Situated in a real “can do” community the Orroroo 
Colours of Art Hub is a place for local artists to come 
together and work, share experience and encourage 
residents to develop their skills. Rowan dropped 
in and said g’day to volunteers and patrons Brian 
Chaplin, Ursula von der Borch and Belinda and 
Corey White.

Rowan caught up on the state of the pastoral industry 
while chatting with Ian Ferguson at the Christmas 
pageant and fireworks. 
He was pleased to hear of the impact the renewed one 
hundred-year-old Dog Fence has made having fought 
in Government to secure the Federal support for the 
rebuild. 

On November 11 Rowan attended the Remembrance 
Day Ceremony in Port Pirie at the World War 1 
Memorial Gates where he laid a wreath. Local cadets 
took an official role in the ceremony. The day is to 
remember all Australians who have served and 
honour those who have made the ultimate sacrifice 
in wars, conflicts and on peacekeeping operations.

Port Augusta City Council Australia Day 
Citizen of the Year Davinder Grewal was 
recognised for outstanding service to his 
community.

Rowan was pleased to welcome six 
new Australian citizens who were 
proud to become Aussies on Australia 
Day in Port Augusta. 

On average one woman a week is killed by 
domestic violence, (71 last year) and one 
in six have reported they have experienced 
sexual and domestic violence from a 
cohabitating partner. Men are subject to the 
same type of abuse at approximately a third 
of the rate. It is scary, it’s a disgrace and it’s 
shameful.
Family breakdown, drug abuse and drug-
related crime, “non-existent parenting”, and 
the loss of civil debate in the face of cancel 
culture and hypocritical virtue-signalling 
is undermining the foundations of our 
modern Western democracies. We give this 
behaviour legitimacy by lowering the bar and 
accepting as normal actions we would have 
condemned in earlier times.
Children are growing up in households where 
violence, drug abuse, sexual abuse, open 
access to pornography is the norm. Far from 
being safe havens these homes are places 
of abuse.
However, it is not just bad homes facilitating 
the corruption of our children, those from 
good loving homes are also accessing 
appalling material on the ubiquitous mobile 
phone without parents being aware.
It was a sobering experience to sit on the 
2019-20 Parliamentary inquiry “Protecting 
the Age of Innocence”. Established to 
assess whether it is possible or desirable 
to mandate age verification blockers for 
online pornography and gambling products, 
our committee decided the answers to both 
questions was yes. In early 2020 the report 
was handed to the former Government 
which in turn commissioned the e-Safety 
Commissioner to develop a system to do so.
The evidence was simply sickening and 
distressing, highlighting the incidence of 
children as young as five or six viewing hard-
core pornography normalising the concept 
of sex as the first form of social interaction 
after meeting. Evidence that viewing violent 
and sadistic sex acts is leading young males 
to assume that type of behaviour is the norm 
and demanding it from their young partners. 
Even more concerning, young females are 
coming to expect that type of interaction as 
normal.
The Protecting the Age of Innocence 
report was presented to the Government in 
February 2020, four years ago and at this 
stage we have not seen any tangible results.
In November, we attempted from 
the Opposition benches to elicit the 
Government’s support for digital age 
verification, but disturbingly the Greens and 
Government would not even allow us to 
debate the subject.
I was appalled by their decision to block 
the legislation. It is incomprehensible that 
the Government seems to believe big porn 
producers should be able to self-regulate. 
The porn industry has no regard for young 
Australians and the psychological or physical 
harm their product causes.

From the first time Prime Minister Albanese and 
his Treasurer Jim Chalmers used the weasel 
words “We have not changed our position” when 
pressed on the tax cuts, we can assume they had 
already decided they would, otherwise why repeat 
the phrase in such a stiff, formalised way. 
Since October 9th 2022, just four 
and a half months after his election, 
Mr Albanese has been studiously 
repeating the phrase “We have 
not changed our position” and 
now of course, he has. When he 
tells Australilans “People have 
a right to believe that when a 
politician makes a committment 
before an election, they keep it 
and I intend to do just that”... 
Clearly, the PM has been 
misleading the Australian 
public from at least that day if not 
before. After telling us “his word is his bond” on 
this issue and promising to bring back Integrity 
and honesty to Australian politics, he has proved 
to be bereft of both of those virtues. Now they 
are using similar words in connection to negative 
gearing and capital gains taxes. While the tax 
changes are welcomed by some, the underlying 
message is the prospect of long-term reform of 
our taxation system is in very dire shape. It signals 
this government at least has a complete focus 
on short termism, on whatever it takes for a vote 

tomorrow. The need for real reform is clear. During 
the Howard/Costello years personal income tax as 
a share of total tax was just over 40%.
The 2023 Intergenerational Report tells us 
personal income tax currently provides 50.5% of 
total tax and will top 58% by 2060 on the back 
of bracket creep. The Government’s changes 

abandon real reform and will impose an 
extra $28bn of income tax over the next 
decade alone. Mr Albanese’s crab walk 
delivers short-term benefit and long-term 
strangulation. 
Our tax system is far too reliant on 
income tax and loaded disincentives for 
innovation, expansion and success and 
despite the abusive rhetoric of the political 
left, it is one of the most extravagantly 
progressive tax systems in the world.
The three tranches which commenced 
in 2018 were designed to deliver a 31% 
decrease in tax for those earning $45k a 

year and 20% for those earning $60k. If you 
earn around $200k, it was 11%. For those who 
think that favours the ‘top end’, I can only say it 
becomes increasingly difficult to give a tax cut to 
someone who pays little or no tax.
Mr Albanese has not only broken his word, 
betrayed the trust of electors and provided new 
disincentives for innovation and enterprise, he has 
made the task for all future tax reform that much 
more difficult.

The rural GP shortage continues to plague 
regional Australia. I have long argued we have 
a distribution problem rather than an absolute 
shortage of with more than enough in our leafy, 
green, high value inner suburbs, less in outer 
suburbia and a crisis in the regions, worsening 
the further from Adelaide we are.
To address this, I have advocated for postcode 
specific Medicare Provider Numbers and/
or upwardly tapered payment rates based on 
remoteness. 
Meanwhile, the regions have increasingly 
depended on overseas trained doctors where 
we can insist on country service as a condition 
of gaining citizenship. Despite taxpayers funding 
the majority of their degrees, we have lacked the 
same courage with our locally trained doctors 
and failed to place any demands on where they 
choose to work. 
However, in the last few years GP shortages 
have become more common, affecting high value 
suburbs as well. Medical graduates are turning 
their backs on General Practice. Australia is 
training record numbers of doctors, around 4000 
a year, enough to provide for replacement of our 
130,000 strong work force. Additionally, we import 
another 3000 a year. So, what’s the problem?
Disturbingly, only 13% of our graduates want to 
be GP’s, the rest presumably are focussed on 
higher profile, high reward, specialist careers.
The reasons are many and various, but it would 
be fair to say our medical system provides 
great incentive to follow the specialist pathway, 
effectively sapping GP’s self-confidence and 
reducing them into virtual referral services for 
anything more than the simplest procedures. 
While general practice is a specialist vocation, the 
rest of the medical profession does not afford the 
GP’s the respect they deserve.
With a few exceptions, specialists don’t work out 
of business hours, are not on call, live in the city 
and work in the country on a FIFO only basis and 
earn a lot more money. Easy to see the attraction!
The universities need to shoulder blame as 
well, because despite relying on millions of 
taxpayer dollars to subsidise degrees, they 
are not providing a fit-for-purpose workforce. 
I have raised this issue with the University of 

Adelaide and urged them to rewrite their UCAT, 
the aptitude screening test applied for aspiring 
doctors to focus more on vocational commitment 
and less on those attracted by high income and 
prestige.
Many incentives are offered to attract doctors to 
the regions, including cash bonuses and rural 
placement for undergraduates and registrars 
and they are helpful, but insufficient to solve 
the problem. More incentives would help, and 
wrap-around employment contracts should be 
considered. However, we need to take tough 
decisions as well. I still believe the principle of 
postcode specific provider numbers is sound 
and deserves consideration. Further, if 87% of 
graduating doctors want to be specialists rather 
than GP’s, clearly, we will have too many. An 
obvious move should be to cut places or reduce 
funding for post-graduate streams where we have 
over supply. If more money is required to attract 
doctors to general medicine and more specifically 
to the country we should increase payments, but 
rather than slug taxpayers even more, further 
fuelling medical inflation, we should reduce 
Medicare payments in areas of over-supply and 
reapply the savings to the areas of shortage. 
That’s what any other business would do! 
If my remedies sound abrupt, it is only because 
I believe we are facing a crisis which is and will 
cost lives.

Rowan joined locals to welcome 5th year 
medical students Nadia Williams and Violet 
Spanner to Jamestown where they will spend 
the next twelve months working with Goyders 
Line Medical. Rowan, Nadia and Violet with 
co-ordinator Libby Connelly (striped shirt).

Stage Three Tax Cuts Abandon Trust

GP Shortage Critical in Regional Australia 

Protecting the Age 
of Innocence

Australia Day is a wonderful 
celebration of one of the most 
successful nations in the world. 
This year I was lucky to attend 
three events, the Australia Day 
breakfast at Port Augusta, the Port 
Pirie celebration at Solomontown 
beach at 11am and in the 
afternoon, the Yorke Peninsula 
Award Ceremony in the Maitland 
Town Hall. 
While there is some annual flack 
around Australia Day, it is clear 
new citizens are very keen to 
make their affirmation to their new 
country on our national day and it 
was a pleasure to congratulate the 
our new citizens in Port Augusta. 
It was also an opportunity to 
congratulate local Citizen of 
the Year winners including Dr 
Davinder Grewal for his long 
and outstanding service to Port 
Augusta and Blake Packard the 
Young Citizen of the Year.
I extend congratulations to all 
receiving National Australia Day 
Awards and whilst in Port Pirie I 
was able to congratulate former 
Mayor Brenton Vanstone in person 
on his OAM.
Former mayoress Julie Low 
(Lower EP) was also awarded an 
OAM for her contribution, as was 
Willem Van Keulen of Port Pirie for 

services to music and soccer.
Stuart Paxton of Riverton was 
also recognised for a career 
of community policing and 
commitment to the SA Sea 
Rescue Squadron. 
Andrew (Robert) Cadd of Agery 
was awarded the Australian Fire 
Services Medal for a 35-year 
contribution to the CFS.
More than eight billion people live 
in the world; at least half of them 
would be Australian if they could. 
We are such a successful and 
desirable destination because of 
the unique blend which makes up 
Australia today. 
We are a nation built on the 
foundations of a sixty-thousand-
year indigenous history, colonised 
by the British who gave us 
our Westminster system of 
governance, our legal system, 
and embedded equal rights for 
every citizen. Our food, culture 
and acceptance of difference have 
been conditioned by the enormous 
influx of migrants from every 
corner of the world.
Australia is unique, a product of 
this wonderful mix and if we were 
to deny any one of those central 
planks, we would no longer be 
who we are, the most successful 
multi-cultural nation on the earth.

 

The Unrestricted Release of Criminals - a Dangerous Failure
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In November Rowan attended the Port Pirie 
Remembrance Day Service laying a wreath and 
later sharing lunch at the RSL Clubrooms. He took 
the opportunity to catch up with Gary Fradd and  
purchase a copy of his book “For King and Empire” 
an extensive history of Port Pirie and its contribution 
to the Great War. Fact: Port Pirie supplied more than 
53% of the Allied war effort in lead. 

Another fantastic effort by the Port Neill community 
in staging its annual Under the Pines evening. 
A lot of volunteer hours go into these types of events 
and this one is no exception.
Good food, wine, gin and beer, music and local 
artists exhibiting their work. A large crowd enjoyed 
the beautiful, calm, mild weather.

Rowan is always pleased to meet schools from his 
electorate in Canberra and enjoys hosting them in his 
office when numbers permit to talk about his role and 
explain how the Parliament works. Cleve Area School 
students enjoyed the experience.
It is an opportunity for students to ask what they want 
and improves their interest and understanding of our 
democracy.
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