Record Funding for Women in 2021/22 Budget
There has been a lot of recent focus on inequities and injustices women face in our modern
society. While equal opportunity and reward has progressed enormously, there is still
some way to go. The 2021/22 Budget includes a very wide-ranging attempt to address
outstanding issues and identifies three key areas for women in Australia. These are:
Women’s Economic Security Package
Over the next five years the Budget allocates $1.9bn to improve women’s workforce
participation and economic security including:
•
$42.4m for the Next Generation of Women in Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics(STEM) – partnering industry in providing scholarships for women in
STEM
•
$38.3m increase in grant funding for the Women’s Leadership and Development
Program
•
$13.9m to establish an Early Stage Social Enterprise Foundation providing support for
early stage social enterprises improving safety and economic security of Indigenous
women
•
$10.7m to extend the family law small claims property pilot and Legal Aid Commission
family law property mediation trial for settlement of property following a relationship
breakdown
Women’s Health
A $351.6m package delivering diverse funding initiatives for women’s health at every life
stage including:
•
$100m to improve cervical and breast cancer screening
•
$96m for screening embryos for abnormalities during IVF
•
$47m for services specialising in perinatal depression
•
$27m to expand support for eating disorders
•
$22m for additional gynaecology items on the MBS
•
$21m towards women’s health initiatives including endometriosis
•
$19m towards PBS-listing of Oripro which prevents premature labour
•
$13m to reduce pre-term birth rates
•
$6m towards the Breast Cancer Network Australia helpline/forums
Women’s Safety
Ending violence against women is a national priority. The Budget provides $1.1bn for
initiatives to reduce the incidence and support victims of Family, Domestic and Sexual
Violence.
These proposals form the Government’s transitional strategy ahead of the development of
the new National Plan to replace the National Plan to Reduce Violence against Women and
their Children (2010-2022).

Water Support for Farmers

Across the nation there has been a lot of interest in
the On-farm Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate
Scheme.
It quickly became over-subscribed with some who
had spent money in good faith unable to access their
anticipated retrospective rebates.
That was unfair and I raised my concerns with Federal
Water Minister Keith Pitt and following a couple of
intense months we have reached a deal with the SA
Government that not only sees those who have spent
money in good faith claim their subsidy, but will extend
the program for another twelve months.
Due to the popularity of the scheme we have doubled
the Australian Government funding to $100 million.
Under the scheme, eligible farmers can claim up to
25% of expenses for on-farm water infrastructure up to
a maximum total rebate of $25,000.
The scheme will close on 30 June 2022 or when the
funding is exhausted, whichever occurs first.
Droughts are an integral part of our climate and
investing in infrastructure to better utilise the water we
have is smart.
Backing our farmers to prepare for drought will pay
dividends for all of Australia.
These rebates have enabled farmers to invest in
improvements as diverse as bores, dams, tanks,
pipes, remote video monitoring and electronic control
systems and now with a virtual doubling of the
available funds more farmers will be able to upgrade
their operations.
For more information on the rebate visit the
Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment
website.
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The biennial Kernewek Lowender Cornish
Festival is the world’s largest outside
Cornwell and a major tourist drawcard
for the Copper Coast community. Rowan
attended the opening day in Moonta,
competing (unsuccessfully) in the pasty
making competition with helper Matt
Scarce and watched the Maypole and Furry
dancing.

Great Day At Bedford Whyalla
During May I was fortunate enough to attend
the Bedford Day Options in Whyalla. This is
a new facility which aims to meet its clients’
personal goals and needs, build social
skills, confidence, self-esteem and promote
independence. The full site features a large
kitchen, recreation rooms, an art studio and
even a music room that allows its clients to
socialise, grow and simply have an enjoyable
experience.
I was also treated to delicious muffins baked
in-house by the clients, but not before I had
washed my hands, undergone an ultraviolet
light examination to check my thoroughness
and been sent back to the sink to repeat the
washing procedure.
Client Haley Hansen danced for us with
spectacular results. The entire room was
clapping and yelling with delight!
Bedford is a wonderful organisation with a
long-term commitment in the regions.
I was impressed with their investment in the
Day Options facility and appreciated the
insight into its operations. It was a pleasure
to meet their enthusiastic clients.
Dwayne Hotchins was kind enough to read a
poem he wrote, with some excerpts included
on the right.
If you have any queries or would like to
contact the Bedford Day Options in Whyalla,
please call Shelly Jonker on 0468 568 725.

Clare Valley Airstrip

The Gift – Dwayne Hotchins
“Behind a disability there’s a person
with a care,
Think not of it as weakness as but a
gift to grow and share,
We each battle our own self
battle with scars too deep to see,
though medicine like kindness
and compassion, are often best to
remedy,
Day Options was and is first of many
to help great people shine,
Always remember and be proud there
is only one of you, so hold your head
up with pride,
Because like the earth, both special
and filled with wonder,
You are the only one of a kind.”

The sealing, lighting and opening of Clare
Valley Flying Group airstrip marked a great
ten years from concept to reality. Supported
by a combined $965k from the Federal, State
and Local Governments and huge local input
the result is a credit to all. Rowan is pictured
with Liberal Candidate for Frome Penny Pratt,
Ann de Cure and her husband Peter who is
CEO of the RFDS SA.

Copper Coast Masters Games

The Copper Coast SA Masters Games held
in April was an outstanding success with a
record 1600 athletes competing over three
days.
Rowan captured the opening march on
camera and above are some of the Dragon
Boat Racers.

Cleve Men’s Shed

The Cleve and Districts Men’s Shed like
so many others is booming. Government
support through the Foundation of Rural &
Regional Renewal and the National Shed
Program has helped purchase and establish
their facility. Rowan caught up with Allan
Edwards, Don Smith and Daryl Petherick.
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The Drought Community Grants were a
major contributor to the establishment of
the helipad in Port Broughton. Previously
the football oval was used by emergency
services before construction of the helipad.
The helipad was opened by Governor Hieu
Van Le and significant local donor Hazel
Humphries who is pictured between the
Governor and Rowan.

Local Footy Makes a Comeback!

St Joseph’s School in Clare held its annual
community fundraiser recently partially
supporting the Year 7 visit to Canberra.
The event was again a huge success with
parents and friends really getting into the
80s theme. The Year 7s waited on the tables
and sang a bracket of 80s songs.
Rowan and Teresa greatly enjoyed the night
out.

80 Year Commemoration HMAS Whyalla

Terrific to have our local footy back after so
many teams and leagues cancelled last year.
Rowan managed to get to a few games around
the electorate and took this photo of the ruck
contest at Kimba’s Corey Enright Oval in an
early season match between the home team
and Ports.

During May Rowan attended the 80 year
commemoration of the launching of the
HMAS Whyalla, the first vessel constructed in
Whyalla. Onlookers witnessed the ceremonial
lowering of the colours at sunset by the Naval
Cadets. The ship and maritime museum are
first class.

ICPA in Canberra

Anzac Day

The Isolated Children’s Parent’s Association
do a wonderful job and regularly catch
up with Rowan in Canberra. Their 50th
Anniversary National Conference will be in
Longreach on the 28-29th of July. Rowan
is pictured above with Lisa Slade, Suzanne
Wilson and Kim Hughes.
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Budget Delivers in Grey
Australia’s success in dealing with COVID-19
has been outstanding and the 2021 Federal
Budget will secure Australia’s economic
recovery.
We are one of the fastest growing economies
in the developed world, our Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) and the number of people
in employment are higher than before the
pandemic.
It is an extraordinary performance!
The Budget will drive business investment, lift
disposable income by cutting taxes and move
people off welfare and into work.
In Grey the big-ticket items have again
been roads where the accumulated Federal
commitment is now about $1bn (full list in my
last newsletter).
The duplication of the Augusta Highway
receives an extra $148m, and another $64m
for the sealing of the Strzelecki Track which
should complete the task. A top-up of $12m for
the main road on the APY Lands and $5m for
a study to establish a Greater Adelaide Freight
Bypass.

Roadworks are happening everywhere and
whilst it’s causing some temporary delays, it’s
wonderful!
We are rebuilding our regional road networks
with major upgrades on the Eyre, Stuart,
Tod, Horrocks, Barrier, Augusta and Spencer
highways and numerous lesser roads.

“.....the number of people in
employment are higher than
before the pandemic.”
Councils continue to benefit and are extremely
pleased with the two-year extension of the
Special Local Roads program.
There is more money for the Building Better
Regions Fund which has already delivered tens
of millions into Grey.
The Boosting Apprenticeship Commencement
Scheme which has already seen 564
apprentices in Grey get a start, receives a 70%
increase in funding and there is an extra $84m
for the Regional Connectivity Program which will

Ceduna Playground

Rowan attended the 10am ANZAC Day March
in Kimba this year and is pictured with fellow
wreath layers Daniella Yates, representing
Immanuel College, Kimba Student Leaders
Charlie Powell and Lucy Klingberg, Stuart
Clements, RSL President Sam Woolford and
Mayor Dean Johnson.
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Rowan opened the gates and let the excited children into the new Ceduna Playground
funded under the Drought Communities Program. Twenty councils affected by drought
across Grey received two rounds of $1m and what they have managed to achieve from
those grants is astonishing. Photo Courtesy Port Lincoln Times.

provide more opportunities for us in Grey.
In response to the Aged Care Royal
Commission a $17bn boost to aged care will
flow through to our aged care facilities and
provide more Home Care Packages.
However, it is worth noting that prior to this
boost, aged care funding had already increased
by 50% in real terms from $13.3bn to $23.9bn
from when we came to government in 2013.
In that same period, Home Care Packages have
more than tripled to 185,000. The Budget will
deliver another 23,000.
A $1.8bn package supporting women’s health
(detailed in another article) will address
imbedded inequality.
The Child Care sector gets an overhaul
reducing pressure on families and bringing more
women back into our tightening labour market
and the NDIS has received significantly more
funding.
There is significant additional support for mental
Health and funding for extra Headspace units. I
have already begun working on securing one of
these for Port Pirie.

Regional Telecommunications

The second three-yearly review of Regional
Telecommunications is about to commence.
This review will be required to undertake public
consultation seeking the views of those who live in
regional, rural and remote Australia and will report
to Government by 31st December 2021. More
information at: https://www.rtirc.gov.au/
The 2018 review contained some excellent
recommendations which have been delivered
including the Regional Connectivity Program, the
Regional Technology Hub and the Alternative Voice
Trials.
Funding of $160m for Rounds 5 and 6 of the Mobile
Black Spots Program also came as a result of the
recommendations of the review. Thus far this program
has delivered 30 base stations in Grey with 19 more
on the books, however it needs updating if it is to
continue to deliver.
Grey has benefited from the Regional Connectivity
Program with major communications projects being
funded in Mintaro, Lewiston, Wudinna and the Far
North. The online Regional Tech Hub helps regional,
rural and remote Australians get connected, stay
connected and make the most of new technologies.
It can be accessed by calling the Hub on 1300 081
029 or visiting the website at: https://regionaltechhub.
org.au/
The Alternative Voice Services trials program
identifies new ways to deliver voice services and
diversify service delivery and raise awareness of
alternative solutions. Register interest by visiting the
Alternative Voice Trials website.
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Australia’s Vaccination Program

Much has been said about Australia’s COVID-19
vaccination program and it is no secret it has
been slower than we had first anticipated.
For me it’s a lesson on why absolute statements
are dangerous unless one is in control of all the
factors influencing the final outcome.
The start- up has been hampered by lack of
supply, establishing distribution pathways and
the availability of trained staff, but the program
is certainly building up speed now with more
than 750,000 doses being delivered weekly.
Contrived attacks highlighting that most
recipients have only received one dose is a
dopey argument that should be completely
rejected.
The program started in March and the
backbone of supply thus far has been primarily
the AstraZeneca vaccine which requires a
twelve-week gap between shots.
March to June is twelve weeks!
Consequently, the timing for second shots is

really only just beginning.
Due to excellent management in Australia we
have not confronted the same emergency
situation as other nations. No-one has died
from a local acquired infection since November

Rowan had his first AstraZeneca COVID-19
vaccine in May.

so while the pandemic rages around the world
and more than 3.7m people are listed officially
as dying from the virus, there are many experts
suggesting the real figure may be four times this
number.
We are so fortunate to live in Australia!
Nevertheless, the sooner we get vaccinated,
the sooner our international tourism, airline and
education industries can start to claw back their
business.
I strongly believe that the anxiety raised
around the use of the AstraZeneca vaccine
is completely overblown, and in many cases
driven by political advantage.
Every vaccination and most medical procedures
carry some risk.
The risks on AstraZeneca are microscopically
low and certainly my reaction to the injection
was minimal to say the least.
I am looking forward to my twelve week
booster!

Prime Minister Scott Morrison in Clare
It is always good to have a Prime
Minister on your patch and so it
was when I hosted Scott Morrison
in the Clare region in April.
We were joined by Premier
Steven Marshall, Federal and
State Ministers for Energy,
Angus Taylor and Dan van
Holst Pellekaan and the Barry
family at Jim Barry Wines. We
announced a $1bn agreement to
invest in technologies to deliver
cheaper, cleaner and more reliable
electricity for SA under the State
Energy and Emissions Reduction
Deal.
Later the Prime Minister attended
the packed SA Autumn Garden
Festival at Clare creating a minor
sensation as people crowded
around to say g’day, congratulate
and thank him for his leadership
through the COVID crisis and
have photos taken with him.
Well done to organiser Cheryl
Koglin and the team at the festival,
it was a wonderful event. Later we
caught-up with some of the young
and dynamic women from the
Sevenhill CWA. It is wonderful to
see regeneration in such a historic
and important organisation.

The Hydrogen Pathway
There is a lot of interest and excitement about
hydrogen across the world, and especially
“green hydrogen”. Australia is well placed to
develop an international capacity and we have
committed to a pathway to drive the costs of
renewable hydrogen down to $2kg or below.
It helps to understand why this is such an
important figure and how close we are to
achieving it. One kilogram of hydrogen contains
33.33kWh. By comparison it takes about 4kg
coal to provide the same amount, but at this
stage that 4kg costs less than 50c.
Even with a $2kg figure for hydrogen it is
still four times the price of coal for a unit of
energy. Clearly there is a long way to go before
renewable hydrogen is competitive with fossil
fuel for electricity generation.
However, it is the area of transport fuels where
hydrogen is likely first to make its mark – by
comparison 1lt of diesel contains about the
same energy as 300gm of hydrogen. With
diesel selling at about $1.50lt, it is far easier
to see where hydrogen at $2kg could be very
competitive and is why we as a government
have put money on the table to develop
hydrogen production capacity aiming for that
$2kg mark.
Hydrogen can be produced from natural gas
for about $2-4kg depending on the size of the

Two Wells Flood Levee

plant and the price of gas and if combined with
Carbon Capture and Storage could be a very
good option. Cost will determine the success of
this option and Santos has been awarded $15m
to install a facility at Moomba.
Currently hydrogen produced from renewable
energy is estimated in the $6-7 range, but there
is a strong belief that as capacity grows, like
batteries, costs will reduce.
Federally we have committed a total of $345m
for the establishment of five hydrogen hubs
around Australia.
Further support for an SA option may be
possible through the recently announced billion
dollar energy deal between the SA and Federal
Governments with $400m of this earmarked for
new technologies reducing CO2 emissions.
Which brings us to Whyalla and our chances
of landing one of these five hubs, we have a
lot going for us! The State Government is keen
and has already invested in refurbishing the
Port Bonython jetty.
The Upper Spencer Gulf is awash with
renewable energy, and there is more to
come, we have an interested investor and
developing “green hydrogen steel” is one of our
government’s priorities.
Our chances are good, but we need to work
together to land a deal.

Mobile Reception for Pichi Richi

How good is that! – One of the PM’s favourite
lines. The children from the Saddleworth Early
Learning Centre appreciated the PM’s help with
the Acknowledgment to Country at the SA Autumn
Garden Festival and he was pretty happy to join in.

The PM, Rowan and Peter Barry discussing the
electricity announcement at Jim Barry wines.

Two Wells Production

The Two Wells Melodrama group performed
“Baked Beans Reheated” to packed houses
in late May. The Melodrama has raised more
than $700k for the local community since it
was established. Fantastic! Rowan and Teresa
caught up with two of the stars Kay Boon and
Alessandro Renaglia.

General Manager
Telstra Countrywide
Mark Bolton and
Rowan were pleased
to officially launch
the new Mobile
Tower at Pichi
Richi funded under
the Government’s
Mobile Black Spots
Program.
In very hilly terrain,
the macro tower will
provide signal at
Woolshed Flat and
reach toward Quorn.
This is the 30th tower
in Grey subsidised
by the Mobile Black
Spots program.

Senator Anne Ruston, Rowan and the PM with Lissy
Wood, Lauren Honan, Annabelle Ottens and Sophie
Millington from the Sevenhill CWA.

The Prime Minister addressed the crowd at the SA
Autumn Garden Festival in Clare in April.

Filipino Celebrations at Roxby

Roxby Downs has a strong Filipino
community. Rowan and Teresa attended the
75th anniversary celebrations of diplomatic
relations between our nations. Filipinos enjoy
a party and the entertainment included a song
from President of the Filipino Community of
Roxby Downs Rene Ayala.

Steel City Soccer Club

The Steel City Soccer Club in Whyalla with a
big junior cohort has been awarded a $5000
grant for equipment. Training was in full
swing and Rowan appreciated them pulling
up long enough for a photo. He was then
shown through the club’s facilities by club
Treasurer Aaron Ledington.

Two Wells has been awarded a much-needed
grant through the National Flood Mitigation
Infrastructure Program to construct a flood
protection levee around the eastern and southern
boundaries of the township.
The town, which sits adjacent the Gawler River
Flood Plain, is undergoing rapid expansion and
there are concerns a major flooding event would
cause significant damage.
The $1.66m grant will assist in building a levee
to protect the township from a one in 100-year
flood event. Adelaide Plains Mayor Mark Wasley,
pictured above, said the proposal had been a
priority for some time and the council would have
struggled to fund the project on its own.
The grant comes from a $50m national pool
established within the Emergency Response Fund
to provide long-term flood mitigation enabling
Australians to build more resilient communities
across the country.

much of the energy finding its way to the eastern
states with some of that at least being stored @
Snowy Hydro 2.0 while at other times when our
generation capacity is low, electrons will flow the
other way. That so much renewable capacity has
been built and construction continues rapidly without
expensive subsidies, (apart from roof-top solar) is
proof government policies are delivering.
Politically driven claims that Australia is lagging
behind in this area are debunked by the adjacent
graph comparing our performance to other nations.
Worth noting also is the graph highlights our overall
emissions reduction of 18%. I have
written before of the injustices of
the international CO2 accounting
mechanisms, suffice to say our
domestic emissions (the only truly
honest figure) have fallen by 32%. It’s
an excellent performance of which
we should be proud.
Member for Flinders Peter Treloar
and Rowan were very pleased to
join the crew for the Slab Pouring
Event out from Whyalla.

As a Government we have shown a real
commitment to supporting farmers through
drought.
However, we do need somehow to move past
the situation where when the rains inevitably
fail (after all it is Australia) we are drawn into
supporting farmers and farming communities
with often distortionary emergency relief and
instead build their ability to plan for and deal with
droughts when they occur.
The establishment of the $5bn Future Drought
Fund clearly demonstrates the Australian
Government is prepared to invest in the
development and transfer of technologies, best
practice and improving education and training to
enable our farming communities to do just that.
In April I attended the launch of SA’s Drought
Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub (one
of eight across the nation) which will be based
in Roseworthy and will operate regional nodes
located at Minnipa, Port Augusta, Orroroo,
Loxton and Struan.
The Federal Government is investing $8 million
with another $11 million to be contributed by Hub
members.
The University of Adelaide will lead the Hub and
oversee the co-design and delivery of innovative

During National Reconciliation Week in
May Rowan caught up with Minister for
Indigenous Australians Ken Wyatt in
Canberra. We discussed a wide range of
issues including the Indigenous Voice
proposals.

I touched on Australia’s CO2
reduction committment in a previous
newsletter. Australia’s emissions
have now fallen to their lowest level
since records began in 1990.

The beautiful grounds of Urrbrae House
were the backdrop for the Drought
Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub
announcement and Rowan was pleased to
meet with Program Leader of Agronomy
Dr Rhiannnon Schilling and Deputy ViceChancellor Research Professor Anton
Middleberg.

The Moonta Historic Mine site will
receive $4.9m as part of the Federal
Government's $61.7 million budget
for environmental restoration and
recovery through the $1 billion COVID
Relief Fund.The heritage listed Moonta
Mine site is an important part of South
Australia's rich mining history.
Rowan met with Mayor Roslyn Talbot,
CEO Russell Peate and the SA National
Trust representatives; Moonta Tourist
Officer Glenys Blacker, SA CEO
Darren Peacock and Branch President
Stephen Stock.

Time to Halt Labelling Pretence
Increasingly plant-based and laboratory grown
products are being labelled as meat and
products made from synthetics (mainly oil) are
being passed off as vegan leather or fleece,
trading on the name and quality of real meat,
leather and wool. These claims are not true,
they are misleading, and it is time to stand up
and put a stop to it.
There is increasing pressure to eliminate
animal-based products from our diets with
some organisations such as the World
Economic Forum claiming animal products
are making us sick and their production is
causing major environmental degradation.
Such organisations are intent on elimination of
livestock production.
In Canberra I convene the Rural and Regional
Caucus and we have become increasingly
concerned with misleading marketing
threatening the livelihoods of Australian
farmers, fishers and those who work in the
supply and marketing chains.
There is nothing at all wrong with plantbased alternatives to animal products, people
should be free to eat whatever they wish, but
marketers should have to develop their own
names for lab-grown cell-based or synthetic

Toybox Childcare Centre

projects and practices aimed at boosting drought
resilience and agricultural productivity.
Some of the areas the hubs may choose to
support could include further expanding water
harvesting and storage technologies, extra
fodder and grain storage, increased financial
resilience and investment in more tolerant
drought cultivars.

Moonta Historic Mine Receives Funding

National Reconciliation Week

New Transmission Capacity

The commencement of Electranet’s new
transmission line to Eyre Peninsula coincides with
an agreement between SA and NSW to build a new
800MW interconnector. I recently delivered a speech
in Parliament making the point that these projects
are part of the cost and the opportunity of our
transition to renewable electricity generation.
SA leads the nation in this area with 60% of our
electricity in the last twelve months coming from
renewable sources. However, as an isolated market
we have already reached the point where network
instability has forced the Australian Energy Market
Operator to restrict the total
electricity wind generation can
provide to the network. The
ability to move electricity from
state to state, region to region,
along with batteries, pumped
hydro and open cycle gas
turbines are essential to further
progress the transition.
As a result of both projects,
more renewable generation
will be built across SA with

Drought-Proofing Australia

products and not be able to give the impression
they are some kind of variation on a theme.
Other countries have already begun to act and
in 2017 the EU banned the use of dairy-related
terms for non-dairy products such as oat milk and
soya yoghurt. More recently they have expanded
the terms and images banned for use and
prohibited packaging which imitates dairy products
and makes statements about the climate impact of
dairy products illegal.
In the US some states have legislated to protect
animal products and US Congress is considering
legislation. Here in Australia perhaps our best
pathway is to amend the Trade Practices Act to
explicitly bar the practice. Regardless, however
we choose to act, it is better to move sooner
rather than later with all the associated pressure
that comes from vested interests.

Toybox director Mel Retsas, Port Lincoln
Bendigo Community Bank Branch
business manager David Stoeckel and
Rowan cut the ribbon to officially open
the new facilities at the children's centre.
Photo Courtesy Port Lincoln Times
The Toy Box Community Children’s Centre
in Port Lincoln has expanded and has had
a very attractive refit which was generously
supported by Bendigo Bank.
The larger space has allowed the centre to
go up in capacity from 53 places to 80.
Renovations include an open plan centre with
upgraded bathrooms and a new kitchen as
staff aim to prepare all meals during the day
for the children.

30 Years Service for Mayor Ruth

In May Mayor Ruth Whittle OAM celebrated
30 years as Mayor of the District Council of
Peterborough - an incredible achievement
which makes her Australia’s longest serving
Mayor.
The Deputy Mayor, Councillors and
council staff surprised Mayor Ruth with
a celebration under the ruse of opening
the new West Park Playground. She is
pictured with primary school children at
the event. The playground was one of the
projects which benefited from the Drought
Communities Program and is a key social
inclusion project.
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